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ABSTRACT 

This document analyzes and evaluates the exceptional 
graduate admissions program at Pennsylvania State University as 
instituted in 1970. Under this program, traditional admissions 
criteria are dropped to enable disadvantaged students to attend 
graduate school. {A previous survey of the Council of Graduate 
Schools showed that 59% of the member graduate schools have adopted 
similar programs.) On the basis of this study, the changes in 
graduate admissions policies at Penn state do not appear to adversely 
affect the quality of graduate programs. It further appears that the 
individual departments are capable of selecting students who fail to 
meet certain departmental standards, but nonetheless perform 
acceptably in the programs. Traditional graduate admissions policies 
do not appear to serve their ostensible purpose. They do not seem to 
afford substantial efficiencies to society by restricting graduate 
education to those most likely to benefit; rather, they have 
historically restricted persons from certain social, racial, or 
economic backgrounds. It would appear that institutions of higher 
education are coming to that conclusion. In the absence of some 
otherwise compelling evidence, equal consideration of all applicants 
would seem to be a wise policy, (HS) 
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INTRODUCTION 



Until quite recently the admissions criteria for graduate 
schools conformed closely to that of the earlier established 
undergraduate patterns * The determinants of selection were past 
academic performance and achievement scores on entrance exam- 
inations. The rationale behind these two criteria was that they 
were predictive of future academic success and that applicants 
with the greatest chance for success should be admitted. 

There is some basis for the first assumption, although in 
general the evidence is meager# High school rank has been 
shown to be the best single predictor of success in college; 
however , substantial research relating high school performance 
and test achievement scores to college success indicates that 
in absolute terms these criteria by no means insure impressive 
results , 

Such practices have contributed to a situation wherein 
approximately 40 percent of all college freshmen never receive a 
baccalaureate degree,"*" and as many as 50 percent of the graduate 
students in all but the top-ranked universities never complete 

Robert E# Iff art. Retention and Withdpcaoal of College 
Students , Bulletin 1 (Washington, D.C . : U . S * Office of Education,, 

1958). 
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